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PITTSBURGH ZOO DOCENTS HOST NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Conference August 26 to 29

(Pittsburgh) (August 26, 2009)—The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium’s Docent Council and the National Aviary are hosting the Association of Zoos and Aquariums Docents’ (AZAD) 2009 Regional Conference beginning Wednesday, August 26.
 “It is a thrill for us to host docents from 54 zoos across the country,” says Betty Borgman, conference co-chair. “We not only get to show off Pittsburgh’s wonderful Zoo and Aviary but we also have the opportunity to exchange ideas on enrichment projects and volunteer requirements with our counterparts at other zoos and aquariums.”
“Docents are an integral part of zoos and aquariums,” says Dr. Barbara Baker, president and CEO of the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium. “They are special volunteers who donate thousands of hours assisting staff in the education of our visitors about Zoo animals and conservation.  Our Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium Docent Council is invaluable to our organization and we are thrilled to be able to provide a host site for their regional conference. “
Participants arrive Wednesday for four days of meetings and activities such as behind-the-scenes tours at the Zoo and Aviary and day trips to local landmarks such as Fallingwater and a cruise on the Gateway Clipper. 
#
The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium is open year round.  For directions, hours, tickets and group sales information, call 412 665-3640.  Visit the Zoo’s website at www.pittsburghzoo.org.  The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums.  Look for the AZA logo whenever you visit a zoo or aquarium as your assurance that you are supporting a facility dedicated to providing excellent care for animals, a great experience for you and a better future for all living things.  For more information visit www.aza.org.
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